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INVESTING IN JORDAN’S CROSSING, INC. IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE WOMEN, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES OF OKLAHOMA.

Currently Oklahoma incarcerates more women per capita than any other state, and is the third highest incarcerator of both men and women per capita.  Since 1986 the Department of Corrections budget has grown by 250 percent.  Drug use and abuse land more women behind bars in Oklahoma than any other offense.  Of the almost $19,000 it cost to house a female inmate, not one penny treats the underlying problem of alcohol and drug use and abuse.  Adding the annual cost for one child in foster care of $4,380 equals a total estimated cost of incarceration of a mother of one of over $23,000.  Today, over half of the women in Oklahoma prisons were using drugs when they committed their crime.  Over half of the women in Oklahoma prisons are mothers with small children.

The cost of incarceration does not take into account the costs to the children or the cost to Oklahoma taxpayers as many times the children have learning and behavioral problems related to their mother’s incarceration. Children of incarcerated parents have a much higher chance of becoming incarcerated adults.  Help us break this generational cycle of addiction through investing in treatment, not incarceration.  Prison doesn’t stop drug abuse long-term.  Most women struggling with addiction return to a life of crime after release from prison.  It would cost far less to sentence nonviolent offenders to rehabilitation.  Treatment not only cost less, but the benefits far outweigh the cost.  Rehabilitation and recovery treatment addresses the true problem, decreases criminal behavior and extends healthy outcomes beyond the woman.  

Currently about 55% of the women at Jordan’s Crossing have co-occurring issues of substance abuse and a diagnosable mental health issue.  Gender specific treatment stops the cycle of addiction by offering mothers and children the opportunity to reunite and heal the pain.  Far too often it is the unaddressed pain that leads women to abuse substances.  Nearly 90% of the women in a recent study on incarcerated women in Oklahoma reported experiencing physical and/or sexual abuse either during childhood or as an adult.  

Women in our long-term treatment program can bring their children 12 and under with them to treatment, eliminating one of the causal factors of why women historically have chosen not to enter residential substance abuse services.  Services, including on-site childcare while the mother attends therapies are provided for both the mother and children.  In addition to the women’s chemical dependency issues most of the women who admit into our treatment program have experienced long-term trauma, and many of them have some involvement with the criminal justice system. Addiction does not discriminate; it does not discriminate based on gender, age, socio-economic status, education, or religion.  Most of our women have lost everything by the time they come into treatment.  Addiction destroys lives; it destroys families, leaving lives and families broken.  Treatment helps them put the pieces back together.

Rehabilitation and recovery treatment works.  Substance abuse treatment reunites families, increases employment, reduces substance abuse, reduces arrests, and increases the overall functioning of the recovering person.  It can place the mother as the child’s primary caregiver, increase the self esteem of both the mother and the children, and decrease the costs to taxpayers in Oklahoma through reduction in public assistance such as TANF, food stamps, and revolving emergency room visits.  It can stop the cycle of addiction. Substance abuse treatment works and is a better choice for mothers, children, families, and the taxpayers of Oklahoma.  

Jordan’s Crossing, Inc. has been operational since January 2006 and since that time over 100 babies has been born to mothers while in treatment.  Being able to give birth to a baby and return to Jordan’s Crossing, Inc. where mothers experience the support and encouragement from staff and other participants in a safe and healthy environment is invaluable to the mother’s recovery and to the sustainability of the family.  Babies born to mothers while in treatment receive the benefit of a safe, sober, and supportive living environment in which to begin their lives. In many situations this is the first time that a mother has experienced pregnancy, childbirth, and parenting while clean and sober and requires assistance in learning how to become effective parents.  Jordan’s Crossing, Inc. works with the mothers to teach them the necessary skills to be their child’s primary caregiver, empowering them as mothers and utilizing the new tools they have learned.  It is the goal of Jordan’s Crossing, Inc. to break the generational cycle of addiction through support, education, and empowerment to maintain and sustain recovery. Jordan’s Crossing, Inc. has collected data over the past three years for program evaluation and performance improvement.  Our outcome measures include a steady reduction in homelessness and substance abuse over the past three years as follows:  

2006-2007		2007-2008		2008-2009
Number of Women Treated	   218			     264      		     208
         
Reduction in Homelessness	   55.6%			    66.7%		      100%

Reduction in Substance Abuse	  
 (Substance Abuse Contract)	   55.2%			    71.2%		      92.5%
 (Drug Court)			   			    100%			      100%


INVESTING IN JORDAN’S CROSSING, INC. IS AN INVESTMENT THAT MAKES SENSE. 
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